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great walls

come down
Students Discover
Self & Others
on Travel Study

Inside: WSU Homecoming 2014 Schedule & Registration Info!

Maire McMahon ‘15

On your mark, get set, Waddle!
Waddle on over to Lake Winona Saturday, October 25th, for the 7th annual WSU Warrior Waddle 5K Run/Walk, part of
Homecoming 2014 activities. The Warrior Waddle was conceived in 2007 as a means to raise money for the women's
Track and Field and Cross Country programs and to fund athletic scholarships. The first Warrior Waddle was a success,
with 230 participants and one scholarship award. Last year boasted over 700 participants! To date, more than $73,300
has been raised and $19,000 in scholarships has been awarded! Register for the 2014 Warrior Waddle http://www.
winona.edu/alumni/registration.asp
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News & Highlights

Working together to accomplish
dreams. When it comes right
down to it, that’s what Winona
State University is really all
about. This autumn issue of
Currents features women and
men who truly exemplify the
culture of creating successful
connections.
Take a hike under the peaceful
canopy of Krueger Woods
with Professor Neal Mundahl’s
biology students and discover
how the right partnerships, a lot
of sweat and a little bug spray
can transform a mere vision into
a “natural reality,” benefiting
many.
Catch up with Joan Francioni,
Computer Science Professor
and advocate for sustainability,
and discover how one person’s
energy and innate ability to
engage an entire community
pays impressive dividends.
And finally, meet professors,
Alumni and students who
personify the adage,“one
person really CAN make a
difference.”
The Fall Currents 2014
embodies our theme, “Working
Together.” And we are doing
just that here at WSU —
 working
together to improve our world.
Mary A Malloy, Editor
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Editor’s Note

The True Meaning of Advancement
For Ernie Troy Hughes, community is key.
Winona State’s new Vice President for
Advancement and Executive Director of the
WSU Foundation was drawn to the strong
sense of community he felt when he first
arrived on campus, and he believes the
university is uniquely positioned for global
impact because of its integrated presence in
the community.
“One of the keys for any university today
is to show collaboration and to align
curriculum to the needs of the community,”
said Hughes. “With projects like the
Education Village, WSU is listening to what’s
going on in the State of Minnesota and in
the community of Winona.”
Hughes, who most recently served
as Director of Community Economic
Development for the Southern University
System in Louisiana, looks forward to
redefining the meaning of “advancement”
for Winona State.
“We want people to think of advancement
as more than asking for money; to look at
its true meaning of advancing the university
forward,” said Hughes. “We want to create
a culture of philanthropy in which people
know they are giving through Winona State
University rather than giving to Winona
State.”

"Today’s donors want to be involved, to
see and feel that their investment has a
positive impact," said Hughes. "WSU’s
rich legacy of service and its commitment
to a strong student experience will help
us to demonstrate the important role
advancement can play in the future of
WSU."
Hughes is excited to spend time getting
to know the campus and community while
helping to develop and instill strategic
institutional vision and values.
“In me, you have a leader who is driven and
a team player,” said Hughes. “I am very goal
oriented, an effective communicator, and I
believe in helping others to do their best.”

“One of the keys for any
university today is to show
collaboration and to align
curriculum to the needs
of the community”
—Ernie Troy Hughes
Most of all, Hughes is looking forward to
becoming an active member of the Winona
State community of learners. “Choosing to
work at WSU presents me with significant
opportunities for educational, professional,
personal and cultural growth. I can’t wait to
be part of the WSU legacy of service.”

New Leadership
Brings Fresh Perspective
The 2014-15 academic year kicked off with new leadership
in several of WSU’s colleges.
Charla Miertschin was officially appointed
Dean of the College of Science and
Engineering after serving as interim dean
since 2012. Miertschin began her career
at Winona State in 1993 and was
chairperson for the chemistry department
from 2004-2012.
Hamid Akbari joined the campus as Dean
of the College of Business in June. He
most recently served as Executive Director
of Development and Community Affairs &
Audrey Reynolds Distinguished Teaching
Professor of Management in the College of
Business and Management at Northeastern
Illinois University.

Tarrell Portman

WSU and Winona Community:
Exploring a New Theme
Charla Miertschin

For WSU and for the Winona community, partnering around a yearlong theme for education and celebration has proven to be an
effective strategy for engaging faculty, staff, students and community
members alike.
Since 2007, thousands have come together each year through class
projects, lectures, common reading, theatre and dance productions,
and community-connection workshops centered around a university
theme. From water to wellness to civic action, the university themes
highlight real world issues and emphasize our responsibility to get
involved and find solutions.

Hamid Akbari

Tarrell Portman took the helm as Dean of
the College of Education in July. Portman
comes to WSU from the University of Iowa,
where she served as the Administrator/
Coordinator for the Graduate Certificate
in Multicultural Education and Culturally
Competent Practices and as Associate
Professor in the College of Education.

The 2014-15 university theme, “Sustainable Futures,” explores what
sustainability means and why it's important as a goal on campus and
across the globe. The theme fuses natural and social sciences with
communicative arts and real-world experiences, extending learning
opportunities beyond the classroom. Goals focus on contributing to
community improvement in significant and visible ways and involving
learners of all ages.
For more information visit http://www.winona.edu/theme/.

STEM Village to Extend
Resource Opportunities
Come next fall, educators across southeastern Minnesota will
have access to a new state of the art community resource to
meet the growing demand for K-16 education in Science,
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM).
Winona State’s STEM Village will provide existing and future
teachers with the preparation, support and inspiration they
need to be successful in the 21st century classroom. The STEM
Village builds on the WSU initiative for teacher preparation
through collaboration and community partners. Located in
the Heintz Center at University Center Rochester, it will offer
classrooms and meeting space to help connect K-12/higher
education educators and STEM professionals. In addition,
the STEM Village will support professional development
opportunities and will feature a library of STEM materials and
instructional resources for teachers and area districts.

Photo by Joel Traver
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Hooked onWinona’s

Great Outdoors
Eric Barnard scales the face
of Sugar Loaf for the reward
of the breathtaking vista of
the mighty Mississippi and
her sandbar river town,
Winona.

some people were hesitant to try and didn’t
know if they could do it, but through
encouragement and support, people
pushed themselves. We had women 65 and
70 years old climbing up the face of Sugar
Loaf and they amazed themselves!”

E

By Joel Badzinski
ric Barnard had been so busy
developing the Winona State
University Outdoor Education and
Recreation Center (OERC) that
he never took time to step back and see
what he had accomplished.
Until one memorable evening last spring.
Barnard and a few of his student assistants
were hosting a weekly open rock climbing
session at Sugar Loaf. Several local
families attended, learning the basics of
rock climbing. At one point, a small child
worked up the courage to give climbing a
try.
“We had the parents and staff together
cheering on the child,” Barnard said. “It
was pretty cool because the community
6
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members up there completely trusted their
child with our students and didn’t even
question it. That kind of hit me — we’re
providing experiences here and we have to
remind ourselves how important they can
be. I feel like the community has embraced
us and trusts us,” Barnard said.
Jim Reynolds, who retired from the
WSU faculty in 2004 after 35 years as a
sociology and criminal justice professor,
was introduced to the OERC through the
WSU Retiree Center’s Senior University.
Reynolds and wife, Nancy, joined the
outdoor adventure class, which offered
geocaching around Lake Winona, a
ropes course, rock climbing, kayaking and
canoeing.
“It was a wonderful experience,” Reynolds
said. “Here you have a set of activities that

Barnard built the programming for
the OERC from scratch. The center’s
headquarters are located at Wabasha
Recreation Center, but Barnard and his
assistants lead outdoor programs and
activities around the Winona area and
beyond.
In addition to open rock climbing,
the OERC hosts indoor climbing,
open paddling, outdoor clinics, day
trips, weeklong trips, family and senior
adventure programs, and offers equipment
rentals and certification classes. Students
and community members alike are
welcome to participate.
Incoming freshmen may enroll in Warrior
Expeditions, a three day summer preorientation session that familiarizes new
students with outdoor activities in the
Winona area.
As a freshman in 2012, Avery Prondzinski
was undecided when it came to his major.
A Winona native, he tried an outdoor
pursuits class and something just clicked.

Last year he joined in an OERC trip
to Utah. Today, Prondzinski is a junior
majoring in recreation and tourism and
works for the OERC.

didn’t have anything like what we had
at Idaho State,” Barnard said. “Looking
at this area, it’s a no-brainer for outdoor
programs.”

“You don’t necessarily have to be an
outdoorsy person to want to go hiking
in the bluffs or climb Sugar Loaf,”
Prondzinski said. “You can scratch the
surface or you can get really involved
with OERC. I think there’s going to be
a real boom in outdoor recreation here in
the next three or four years. It’s already
happening.”

Barnard and Amber decided to enroll
in graduate school at WSU in 2012.
His goal was to build up an outdoor
education and recreation program
modeled after the one at Idaho State.

“One of the big things is getting people
to experience the outdoors,” Barnard
said. “We’re trying to use outdoor
recreation so people can develop a
more personal connection with the
environment.”
Barnard, 38, grew up in Baraboo,
Wisconsin, near Devil’s Lake State Park,
one of the state’s top rock climbing
destinations.
Hooked on the outdoors lifestyle,
Barnard attended Idaho State University
for its outdoor education program. His
wife, Amber, is an '02 WSU graduate.
When they returned to southeastern
Minnesota for visits, Barnard took note
of the natural beauty and its possibilities.
“We’d always come back here for
vacation and we noticed that WSU

“I said I wanted to see if I could develop
an outdoor program,” Barnard said. “I
spent two and a half years working and
working and writing business plans to
start this from scratch and we finally

About 75 percent of the participants
were students and the rest were
community members.
Barnard praised Winona State and city
officials for being open to the idea of a
university outdoor program that would
be closely tied to the community.
The OERC is poised to become one
of the area’s top indoor climbing
destinations when the climbing wall at
the Wabasha Recreation Center expands
from 2,000 to 6,000 square feet after
renovation. The project is expected to
be completed by January 2015, at a total

“One of the big things is getting people
to experience the outdoors”
—Eric Barnard

got it approved with my position. Now
having finished up year two, it’s definitely
been fast-forward.”
Until recently, when student assistants
joined the OERC staff, Barnard ran the
facility and the programs by himself.
“It’s been exciting and hands-down the
hardest thing I’ve ever done in my life,”
he said.
The OERC had 5,000 users last season
and estimates 8,000 users in the 2013-14
season, which ran through the summer.

cost of $300,000, half of which was
donated by the community.
Barnard has no plans to stop there. He
wants to establish outdoor leadership
classes for credit at WSU, begin hosting
“high-end” alumni trips whitewater
rafting and mountain climbing, and
work with city officials to develop an ice
climbing area.
“We’re really just trying to bring
outdoor education and recreation to the
forefront,” Barnard said.

Steve Woit Photography
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Philanthropy News

Finding Their Way
Staff, WSU Foundation and
Students Team up for Success
By Margaret Cox
After learning
about the
Meagan Britain and Tristan
Families
First scholarship, Meagan Britain, a single
parent and student at Winona State
University, was awestruck. She had no idea
that there was an opportunity for single
parents to receive scholarship money to
help pay for housing costs so that they
could attend classes and support their
children. “It’s amazing that Winona State
University cares about nontraditional
students in this way,” she says. “It’s a
great relief, having help with the big
responsibility of housing costs.”
Just like traditional students at Winona
State University, single parent students
are working hard to achieve a degree in
their chosen field. However, they face
several unique challenges, such as finding
affordable, quality childcare and providing
food and housing for their children.
Inspired by a Winona State University
student who became pregnant and was
facing this challenging situation, WSU
Foundation Assistant Jennifer Hoffman
teamed up with WSU employees Heather
Martin and Mollee Sheehan to propose the

Families First scholarship. “I was fortunate
enough to have a student ask me for
help, yet I had no idea of the government
restrictions placed on degree-seeking
student parents and how tough the
journey to graduation is,” said Hoffman.
“What we really want is to help those who
desire a four year degree, to be able to
complete their education and go on to
become gainfully employed, contributing
members of society.”
As a result of their efforts, the WSU
Foundation granted $15,000 to develop
the Families First Scholarship, designed
to provide rent subsidies for single
parent students. The first scholarships
were recently awarded to three very
determined, very grateful recipients. These
nontraditional students demonstrated
a high motivation to provide a better
life for themselves and their children,
understanding the difference that education
can make in their ability to do so.
“Many of us are A status achievers,”
explains Michelle Small, a student in
the social work program and mother of
two. “School is very important to us. The
Families First Scholarship has given me

the financial and emotional ‘back-up’ to
become an amazing member of society
that will do great things as a social worker
one day. ”
According to the U.S. Census Bureau,
single mothers with college degrees can
increase their income level by as much as
78%, as compared to their peers with high
school diplomas. “I decided to go back
to school because I was just plain sick of
working low paying jobs that I was not
inspired by,” explains Bonnie Hammack,
a single parent who is pursuing a degree
in biology with an ecology minor. “The
scholarship eases the current burden
significantly while I work toward a future of
greater economic security.”
When Britain realized she was missing
important milestones in her son’s life
due to her hectic work schedule, which
included three jobs, she decided to
return to school and finish the degree
in music education that she had started
years earlier. “After graduation, I will be
able to provide for my son with salary,
benefits, and more time to spend with
him,” she said. “We are so grateful for
the opportunity that the Families First
Scholarship has provided.”

News Flash!
Families First is pleased to announce the award of a $30,000 grant from the Bentson Foundation, Wayzata,
MN, to fund the scholarship program. www.bentsonfoundation.org
The Minnesota Student Parent Support Initiative (MSPSI) with funding from the Minnesota Department of
Health, provides resource and support to expectant and parenting college students as they balance life as
a parent and a college student. The WSU MSPSI received grant monies from the Minnesota Department of
Health totaling nearly $1M for services through 2017. The grant opportunities are available to students at
both the Winona and Rochester campuses.

8
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Alumni, parents and
friends can contribute
to the Families First
Scholarship by making
a gift to Winona State
University and designating
ID1147.

Making
the World a
Better Place

Athletic News

By Joel Badzinski

Nicole Nelson just wanted
to grab lunch and meet some of her new
classmates when she attended a picnic
during freshman orientation two years ago.
The last thing she expected was an invitation
to try out for the Winona State University
women’s track and field team.
Nelson took on the challenge and finished
last season ranked eighth among all NCAA
Division II freshmen in the hammer throw.
While participating in varsity athletics was
not part of Nelson’s plan when she enrolled
at Winona State, immersing herself in the
community as a volunteer was a top priority.
Last year, Nelson gave 180 hours while
helping out the Winona YMCA skating
program, and she spent her entire spring
break volunteering at her former high
school in the Twin Cities. As a freshman, she
spent 60 hours with Miller Mentoring, an
afterschool program in Winona.
Nelson, a Health, Exercise and Rehabilitative
Science major, has twice been named WSU
Athletics Community Service Person of the
Year, receiving the Hometown Hero award for
giving the most community service hours.
“You’ve heard the quote, ‘Be the change you
want to see in the world,’ from Gandhi, and
I’ve always taken that very seriously,” Nelson
said. “I want to be a part of making the world
better. I can help out kids – I love kids – and
it’s fun to be a positive role model for them.”

Nelson has gotten her chance
to work closely with kids, both
at Miller Mentoring and the
YMCA.
“Miller Mentoring is a really
cool afterschool program
where you’re paired with a
mentee, usually a student
from fourth to eighth grade,” Nelson said.
“You help them with homework for an hour
and then do a fun bonding activity. The
YMCA program was so much fun; I had
the chance to hang around with a lot of
kids, help them with homework and doing
activities, and it was a blast.”
Nelson took an unusual path to
become a top Division II track and field
athlete.
She was waiting in line for hot dogs and
bratwurst one spot ahead of Warriors
assistant coach, Mike Turgeon, who asked
her if she was an athlete. She told him no;
the closest she’d gotten to sports at her high
school in Minneapolis was as a manager for
the soccer team.

Photo: Linda Perkins

Nelson researched the event as soon as her
freshman orientation class was over and was
intrigued. She made the varsity roster a year
ago and everything clicked during an indoor
meet at the University of Wisconsin-La Crosse
in February.
Competing in the weight throw, a version of
the hammer throw modified for indoors, she
hit 46’ ¾”, easily a personal best.

But, she added, her father had played
college football and her mother had actually
been a professional wrestler.

“Boom, pow,” Nelson said with a smile. “It
was so cool, it was definitely that breaking
point of, OK, I got it! I can be good at it.”

Turgeon, who had noticed Nelson’s strong
build, wrote “hammer throw” on the back of
his business card, gave it to her, and told her
to go back and Google search the unique
event. If she liked what she saw, she could
email him back and give it a try.

Said Turgeon: “In her first year, she struggled
every day, and then the following year for it
to start clicking, it’s crazy how determined
she was.”
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Student Involvement =

Hunger Solutions
Winona State University
Sociology Professor, Aurea
Osgood, doesn’t just teach
community involvement, she
lives it.
By Abby Peschges ‘13
“Hunger is something we can actually fix,” said Aurea
Osgood. “It’s going to take a whole lot, and local food
shelves aren’t going to fix it alone. I want to be part of
the solution.”
Osgood began volunteering with the Winona
Volunteer Service (WVS) Supplemental Food Shelf
three years ago and is passionate about food
insecurity. She also has a place at the Board of
Directors’ table, giving voice to WSU within the WVS
programs.
WVS is a non-profit service provider and advocate
working to improve the quality of life in our
community. Ditto for WSU. With a caring network of
dedicated volunteers and partners, WVS secures and
distributes food, clothing, information, referrals and
emergency assistance in a respectful and dignified
manner to people in need.
Not only is Osgood deeply involved with the
organization, but so, too, are her sociology students.
She has written right into her curriculum handson involvement with WVS. Last semester her
students conducted needs assessment
research to recognize Food Shelf patron
needs and requests, and offer ways to
improve the customer experience on
both sides of the equation.
The Food Shelf is Winona’s only
community food bank, and it relies
heavily on the generosity of the entire

10
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Winona community, in the way of food and clothing
donations, volunteer hours and cash.
WVS Executive Director Sandra Burke emphasized
the importance of the partnership built with WSU
and so many area businesses. These businesses and
institutions don’t just contribute financially, but also in
the form of employee hours so staff can participate in
Home Delivered Meals and Board involvement.
This fall, Osgood’s students are taking their research
to the next level. Customer focus groups will help
identify issues and/or hurdles patrons experience
when using the Food Shelf, such as transportation
to and from the Food Shelf, staple needs and
food storage. These groups will identify ways
to improve the shopping experience and
assist the patron with selections.
“Numbers will tell you one thing, but
stories will tell you another.” Osgood
said. Osgood and Burke hope the
focus groups will offer a more indepth look at the overall needs of the
community. The results could bring
about changes in educational class
offerings and product selection.

WVS has had many students volunteer their time before, but nothing quite
like Osgood and her team. Osgood’s program allows for follow-up, which
is critically important. The students gain experience by seeing a project
through from start to finish.
Like Osgood, various WSU professors require students to clock
community volunteer hours. Said Osgood, “Actually practicing a
lesson in a real-life situation is where students learn. They are seeing
the benefit, the impact it has in helping their community.”

“Hopefully the students will think back
to when they were in college and volunteer
or find a way to contribute. We all need
assistance at one time or another,
and we can all help each other.”
— Aurea Osgood

Bruce DeFries Photography

Osgood and Burke hope to help the students create
a lifestyle of “being involved and giving back”
to the community in which they live. Osgood
concluded, “Hopefully the students will think
back to when they were in college and volunteer
or find a way to contribute. We all need
assistance at one time or another, and we can all
help each other.”
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Creating Common Ground
By Sarah Certa ‘10

bids were accepted. Construction began last fall, which was

Student enrollment at Winona State University has doubled since

perhaps the greatest challenge of all. Contractors had a difficult

1975, and as the student population grows, so do students’ needs.

time working around the oft-harsh Minnesota weather, and

New residence halls and a wellness center were recently added,

students and faculty had to go on with business-as-usual, despite

and this fall students returned to a completely renovated Kryzsko

the construction zone.

Commons Student Union - the literal hub of campus life.

“Everyone had to come together to make it work,” said Roberts.

Student Union and Activities Director Joe Reed began envisioning

“Contractors were made aware of mid-terms and finals and

plans for renovation eight years ago. He explained, “It all started

adjusted accordingly.” Roberts recognized Reed’s efforts at

with the bookstore, which hadn’t been updated in nearly 30 years.”

maintaining open lines of communication throughout the
construction process. “He had an open-door policy,” he said.

In addition to expanding square footage, Reed identified

“Our input was very important to him.”

deferred maintenance issues that needed to be addressed.
Roof replacement was on the list, and the wheelchair ramp had

Reed created makeshift office spaces during renovation. Sidewalks

deteriorated to a point that it was no longer up to code.

were blocked off and Minné parking lot spaces were sacrificed for
the entire school year, requiring employees and students to find

Student input was key throughout the process. Charles Roberts,

parking elsewhere and adjust their schedules accordingly.

Director of the Alliance of Student Organizations and Senior
Class Student Senator, attended many architectural and pre-

Kryzsko Commons is now complete with eight new meeting

construction meetings, serving as one of several student

rooms, an updated Baldwin Lounge with separate entrance to

representatives. “I had to make sure students’ requests were

reduce noise, six bathrooms, an additional elevator and added

being heard,” said Roberts. Student requests included keeping

study space.

meeting rooms, new furniture, gender neutral bathrooms, and

The response is overwhelmingly positive. Roberts said, “It’s just

more casual conversation space.

great to see these plans go from a sheet of paper to such an

Architectural plans were agreed upon, funding was secured and

love it!”

enormous and beautiful addition to our campus. The students

John McKeith Photography
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Baldwin Lounge a silent study space, better lighting, additional

Arik Hanson: Making Connections Count
By Hannah Jones ‘14
Winona State University graduate Arik
Hanson ’96 has been the principal
of his own digital communications
and public relations company, ACH
Communications, for five years. His
business is knowing people.
“I was never the guy with a small group
of close-knit friends,” he said. “I like to
have a large number of loose affiliations
and know a ton of people.”
That’s what makes him great at
introducing WSU students to potential
employers.
Winona State professor Tom Grier has
been inviting Hanson to speak to his
lecture classes since 2010.
“Michelle (Paulson) Lissick, a WSU
alumna and PR professional in the Twin
Cities area, worked with Arik on several
projects and emailed me suggesting he
classes,” said Grier. “I didn’t know Arik. I

“One little instance, and your career trajectory
is totally different after that.”

called and talked with him on the phone

— Arik Hanson

would be a good guest speaker for PR

and he seemed knowledgeable and
Photo by Erica Hanna

genuine, so I invited him to speak to a PR
class."

Hanson remembers he was a fresh, inexperienced graduate
himself once. Then he got the right break.

"That first class visit went well. Arik connected with students,
spoke with energy and humility, and offered to help students

“The woman who invited me to the Public Relations Society of

through his contacts. The students’ class evaluations said many

America changed my career,” Hanson said. “One little instance,

good things about Arik, so I kept asking him back," said Grier.

and your career trajectory is totally different after that.”

"Fortunately for me and the students, he keeps saying yes!”
It’s remembering where he came from that makes helping
The only thing Hanson gets out of the speaking arrangement is

students out an easy decision. “People help you, and you pay it

dinner, on Grier, and the satisfaction of knowing he’s doing what

forward,” said Hanson.

he loves and is helping students.
Hanson’s powerful position as a facilitator gives an added edge
“I think he’s just doing it out of a love for his alma mater,” Grier

to the people he connects. "But the skills to land a job," Hanson

said. But besides that, Grier attributes Hanson’s involvement

said, "are all on the students."

with his students to Hanson being, as he put it, a “bona fide
guy.”

Hanson currently serves on the WSU Alumni Board of Directors.
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天
Earth meet

WhereHeaven and
Students Discover
China, Creativity,
Themselves

By Hannah Jones ‘14

C

hunLok Mah, a professor of graphic design
and digital art at Winona State University, is
patiently waiting. Waiting for his students to process
their experience before getting together again. It is a
challenge to wait… during the discovery period.
Professor Mah recently took ten of his art students on a
travel study to China – much like he had done himself,
not all that long ago. But there would be no homework
assignments or studying, only journaling. And lots of it.
“The small details are the easiest ones to be forgotten,”
Mah said. “That is why I had the students keep a
detailed journal. Everything from the details of the
foods they liked, and didn’t like.” In fact, according to
Mah, it is these experiences that must be “digested” if
this trip is going lead to what he hopes is the greatest
of discoveries: themselves.
Mah prepared the students extensively for the trip. He
gave them lessons in principles of Chinese art, took
them to American Chinese restaurants and explained
some of what they would see as they toured a few of
China’s many faces: the metropolitan centers of Beijing
and Shanghai, the small villages, and the bustling,
industrial Dalian.

Photos by ChunLok Mah

He did not, however, have them study Chinese. “In
the past, I’ve had the students take a crash course in
Chinese for two weeks,” Mah said. “But I don’t see two
weeks of language as much of an investment.”
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天圆地方
So how would they communicate?
Mah had a plan.

When they arrived In China, Winona
State students were grouped with
students attending Lu Xun Academy
of Fine Arts (LAFA), one of China’s
elite “Big 8” art schools. Together
they would create art based on
this year’s theme: “Round Heaven,
Square Earth.”

The phrase is a Chinese study in
contrasts: The “round heaven” is
all that is free-flowing, abstract and
intuitive. The “square earth” is the
polar opposite: structured, concrete,
disciplined.

Language became much less of an
issue by the end of the trip. Days
working together, and an evening
or two staying with their student
partners’ families, lessened the
frustration. Despite the language
difficulties, they managed to forge
strong bonds.

“When it was time to leave, half of
the students were crying,” Mah said.
“They go through intense bonding,
and that has a long-lasting impact.”
But the students were supposed to
be creating more than international
friendships on this trip, and more,

Identity is what companies are going
to care about most when looking to
hire an artist.”
“They don’t want to see a degree,”
Mah said. “They want to see a
portfolio.”

As the students worked on their
group art creations, Noble found
himself getting to know his partners
and learning from them. One, a
funny extrovert, the other a shy,
quiet guy. Noble, a self-proclaimed
introvert, began to understand
how his personality affects working
relationships.

Yet, paradoxically, they rest upon
one another.
So the American and Chinese
students were confronted with the
task of communicating with one
another, with limited language skills.
And they had their art.
Andy Noble, 21, of Marshall, MN,
worked with two students from
Dalian. One of his partners had
a fair grasp of English, but when
language skills and Google Translate
fell short, it sometimes helped to
try and communicate by drawing
pictures.
“Communicating some of the
abstract concepts,” Noble said,
“proved to be difficult, but not
impossible. It challenged us in a
good way. Language shouldn’t be a
barrier to creativity.”

Professor Mah (front, second from right) in Dalian, China with his 10 WSU art students, their
Chinese partners and professor. Inset pictures depict student art projects completed in China.

even, than works of art. They were
supposed to be discovering their
identities.
“Identity is becoming more and
more crucial,” Mah said. “Identity
is a designer’s most valuable asset.

“I learned a lot about myself as
a designer,” he said. What they
learned was expressed in their
group art project. The three
created a work of art based on this
discovery. Using Chinese water
painting, which Noble learned from
continues on page 16
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天圆地方
continued from page 15

his partners, the three created “Tongue and
Teeth,” based on another Chinese philosophy.
“Few things could be as structurally different
as a tongue and a set of teeth,” Noble
commented. “Yet, they have to work together
to accomplish anything.”
Beyond recognizing what is marketable about
themselves, Mah wanted students to discover
their own identities, simply for their own
benefit.
“Without identity, we tend to feel lost,” said
Mah. His own personal experience is that
identity is something that is “collected” rather
than something we are born with. He sees life

16
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as a garden of experiences. The ones we pick,
the ones we “digest.” Those are the ones that
make us who we are.
So, it is necessary to find as many new
experiences as possible.
“The less you experience, the less you grow,”
Mah said.
The student “digestion period” ended August
30 when Winona State students hosted five
LAFA students and one professor. And now
that they’ve visited Winona, it is their turn to
go back home to digest all they have learned
about themselves and who they are.

Current People: Joan Francioni
The POWER of Learning THROUGH INVOLVEMENT
By Margaret Cox

When Computer Science Professor
Joan Francioni arrived on campus
in 1997, it didn’t take long for her to
build connections between Winona
State University students and the
larger Winona community. Soon after
her arrival, she jumped at the chance
to collaborate with faculty at Saint
Mary’s University on a federal grant
to develop specialized software for
visually impaired students.
As Francioni and her students
interacted with members of the blind
community, she realized that both
groups were learning from each
other. The focus had shifted to the
many things that the visually impaired
students could do, just in a different
way. “My feelings about education
changed at that point,” says Francioni.

“It helped me recognize the power of
learning through involvement in reallife, community-related projects.” This
dramatic change in thinking inspired
Francioni to try engaging university
students in tangible, civic-minded
activities as a way to broaden their
learning experiences.
“I discovered that by encouraging
students to apply the knowledge and
skills they are learning in the classroom
toward projects that benefit the
community, their motivation changes,”
she explains. “Rather than being solely
concerned with their grades, they
are focused on solving problems and
challenges that benefit other members
of the community. On their own, the
students want to learn more for the
sake of the cause… and they do!”
According to Francioni, it can be
tricky to design a classroom project
that is useful to the community,
challenging to students, and able to be
completed within a semester. Projects
have ranged in scope from database
and website development for the
Women’s Resource Center in Winona,
to teaching basic computer skills
through Project FINE, a local non-profit
organization that helps newcomers
integrate into the community. The work
has paid off exponentially, and in some
ways that Francioni did not expect. “I
have seen so many students grow by
applying themselves to community
projects,” says Francioni. “When they
realize the sense of responsibility that
comes with the privilege of education,
it’s amazing!”

“I discovered that by encouraging students to apply the knowledge and
skills they are learning in the classroom toward projects that benefit the
community, their motivation changes.”
—Joan Francioni

To further foster a sense of
responsibility, Francioni has reached
outside of the classroom as well. In
addition to teaching, she also serves as
the Chair of Winona State University’s
Sustainability committee and is a
faculty advisor for the Sustainability
House student residence. The
Sustainability House on Main Street
was purchased and renovated for
energy efficiency in 2011. It provides
a home for students who wish to
practice a sustainable lifestyle,
promotes recycling and composting,
and teaches sustainability to fellow
classmates through campus-wide
educational programs. “The house
offers our greater community a visible
structure that is both a testament to
Winona State University’s commitment
to sustainability, and also an example
of things that can be done right in the
middle of the city,” says Francioni.
Although Francioni has already
accomplished a great deal, she
continues to exhaust every potential
learning opportunity. Currently, she is
working with other faculty members to
create an interdisciplinary curriculum
based on community engagement,
culminating with a service trip to
developing nations to give students
first-hand knowledge of social issues
and responsibility.
Whether connecting people locally
or internationally, Francioni is a firm
believer that every individual has
something to offer their community,
and can learn by sharing their
expertise. Francioni concluded, “It’s
not just the social work or nursing
fields… people in all disciplines and
fields can connect to their communities
through the use of their unique skills.
Everyone benefits, and that’s really
what creates a community!”
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Krueger Woods
a walk on...
By Abby Peschges '13

Take a hike — in Krueger Woods, that is!
Krueger Woods, adjacent to Garvin Heights,
was donated to the WSU Foundation in
2011 by the family of William Schuler of the
Schuler candy fame. WSU Professor Emerita
Carol Jefferson, a friend of the Schuler family,
was a driving force behind the donation and
subsequent restoration of this significant
Carol Jefferson
bluff side property. A condition of the land
donation is that the land be available for use by the outlying
community as well as serve as an educational resource for
local students of all ages.
Formerly a ginseng operation, the 80 acre
tract needed more than a little TLC. WSU
biology professor Neal Mundahl and two of
his Plant Ecology students, Lucas Mestad, a
biology/environmental science major from
Elgin, MN, and Matt Unmacht, a biology/
ecology major from Eagan, MN, spent the
summer diligently clearing Krueger Woods.

Neal Mundahl

Overgrowth had reclaimed the former ginseng operation.
Invasive species, including honeysuckle, buck thorn and
Chinese bittersweet, were among the aggressive plants
choking out the natural habitat. With the assistance of private
contractors and initial funding from the WSU Foundation, the
restoration project began in earnest. Armed with heavy-duty
bug spray and chainsaws, Mestad and Unmacht got to work
tearing out old fallen fence line and dismantling abandoned
buildings.
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...the

wild
side

Matt Unmacht, left, and
Lucas Mestad examine wild
honeysuckle overgrowth that
has yet to be cleared.

Photos by Bruce DeFries
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Habitat damaged in the clean-up
process is being replanted with
seedlings purchased locally from
Prairie Moon Gardens, and will be
maintained by student conservation
efforts going forward. WSU student
research projects and class exercises
have been implemented to document
the restoration.
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The restoration project has three
main components: access, trails and
invasive plant control. Following
the initial deforesting of invasive
plants, Mestad and Unmacht began
restoring existing trails and creating
new ones. The trails will eventually
connect to the existing trail system on
the adjacent 40 acres within Garvin
Heights Park. The newly created trails
will provide a loop for local hikers to
walk.

Lake
Winona

61

W. L
a

ke B

lvd.

Public access to Krueger Woods is
found at the base trails to Garvin
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Mundahl and his student crew
quickly realized that the effort to
restore the land to its natural state
was bigger than anticipated and
that additional funding would be
necessary to continue the project.
Mundahl applied for an Xcel Energy
Environmental Stewardship Grant
for Habitat and Park Projects, which
encourages partnership efforts
between nonprofit entities and
Xcel Energy that preserve, restore,
conserve and improve wildlife habitat,
open lands, wet lands, parks, trail

Xcel Energy awarded the Krueger
Woods project $10,000 for continued
restoration efforts.

Garvin Heights Road on West Lake
Boulevard, as well as from Garvin
Heights Park, which is maintained by
the City of Winona. WSU students,
faculty, staff and the entire community
are encouraged to get out for a
hike in Krueger Woods for physical
recreation and nature appreciation.

vi
n

Mestad, a self-professed
outdoorsman who spends a lot of
time hunting and fishing, agreed
that the opportunity to work on the
Krueger Woods project has been both
fun and educational. “It has been
hot, buggy, exhausting work, but I’ve
really had a good time. Who wouldn’t
like to spend their entire summer
outdoors?!”

systems and recreational areas.

G
ar

“I had no idea this would be so
difficult,” commented Unmacht. “It
was a mess and has been a lot of
work. But it has been great to work
on this project all summer and see the
progress.”
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1960s

Richard "Dick" Anderson ’62
(Edmond, OK) was inducted into the
United States Association of Blind
Athletes (USABA) Hall of Fame in
2012 as a coach. Anderson continues
to volunteer coach for Oklahoma
Christian University with their track
and field program.
Kent Stever ’63 (Lakeville, MN) has
written a second book titled “Kinder,
Gentler Ways.” His first book is titled
“Growing Up on the Mississippi.”
Both books are available on Amazon
and in many southeastern Minnesota
locations.
Mary Iten ’68 (Kearney, NE) retired
in May after 37 years at University of
Nebraska at Kearney where she was an
instructor in the kinesiology and sport
sciences department. She coached
women’s track and field at UNK for 19
years, women’s cross country for 14
years, and served as women’s interim
golf coach for two years. Iten leaves
UNK as one of its most successful
track and field coaches. Her teams
won 12 conference championships
and are considered among the best in
school history, and she coached 68 AllAmericans in her career. She earned
District Track Coach of the Year honors
twice, and Regional Coach of the Year
in 1987.
Helen (Petersen) Newell ’68
(Fountain City, WI) has been
the Winona Project COMPASS
coordinator for 24 years. Newell
taught at Winona and Fountain City
elementary schools for 24 years before
establishing Project COMPASS to
help change the lives of adults with
disabilities. Her inspiration to start
the organization came from multiple
areas, including her own disabilities.
20
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Ann (Voight) Soderstrom ’69 (Mayer,
MN) retired in July 2013 after 35 years
with the Hennepin County Library
System. She was previously a librarian
in St Charles, MN, Putnam and West
Woodstock, CT.

1970s

Scott Hannon ’72 (Winona)
retired this June as the
Winona Area Public Schools
superintendent. After graduating
from WSU, Hannon spent four
decades serving the district in
different capacities from teacher,
assistant principal, principal and
director of academic affairs. He
was hired as superintendent
on a two-year contract after
serving two years as interim
superintendent. Hannon’s work
during his tenure with WAPS
includes a new middle school,
formation of the Winona Area
Learning Center, creating the
successful STEM program
at Jefferson Elementary and
repurposing Central Elementary
School.
Ronald Evjen ’73 (Hayfield,
MN) retired recently as the Hayfield
Superintendent after 22 years in the
district. Evjen began his career as a
physical education and health teacher
in Beaver Dam, WI. He later taught
at Winona High School, Wanamingo
High School, Pine Island High School
and served as principal at Goodhue
High School, Waseca Junior High
School, and Hayfield High School,
where he took over as superintendent
in 2004.
Kimberly (Luther) Zemke ’79 (Eagan,
MN) successfully defended her PhD
in social and administrative pharmacy
in July 2013. She received her BS in

nursing from WSU, her MA in nursing
from the University of Minnesota, and
her MA in organizational management
from Concordia University.

1980’s
Talent Management
Kim Ruyle ’83 (Coral Gables, FL)
is the president of Inventive Talent
Consulting, where he applies more
than 30 years of experience in
human resources, organizational
development, and general
management to provide strategic
talent management consulting. He
recently published a new book,
“Lessons from a CEO’s Journal:
Leading Talent and Innovation.”

Debra (Meyers) Dehler ’85 (Crystal,
MN) was ordained a transitional
deacon in the Episcopal Church in
Minnesota June 26, 2014. She is
working on her Master of Divinity
at United Theological Seminary in
New Brighton, MN. Dehler plans to
be ordained a priest in June 2015.
Her husband, Jeff Dehler ‘87, owns
Jeff Dehler Public Relations. Their
daughter, Erin, is a freshman at WSU
studying composite engineering.

management, operations, and
engineering. He recently was the
Assistant General Manager for FNSS
Turkey, providing leadership and
support for the execution of armored
vehicle contracts for international
customers. McPeak has a BS in
physics and engineering (specializing
in composite materials engineering)
from WSU and earned his MA in
mechanical engineering from the
University of Minnesota.

Pamela Woodman-Kaehler ’86
(Morgantown, WV) is the executive
director at Mon HealthCare
Equipment & Supply, Fairmont
Home Equipment and Supplies, and
the Sleep Center of Mon General
Hospital. She serves as president of
the West Virginia Medical Equipment
Suppliers Association and president
of the board of directors for United
Way of Monongalia and Preston
Counties, WV. Woodman-Kaehler is a
certified foster/adoptive parent. She
is the adoptive mother of four and is
currently fostering two infant children.

Tina Strelau ’92 (Newport, MN)
works in the mass communicationsbroadcasting field. She recently
received two Excellence in Marketing
awards for her individual and team
contributions in managing digital
content for the healthcare division of
Ecolab, Inc.

Daniel Schumacher ’89 (Channahon,
IL) was hired as the Director of
Athletics at University of WisconsinEau Claire. He previously was the
Director of Intercollegiate Athletics at
Chicago State University in Chicago.

1990’s

Reed McPeak ’91 (Hugo, MN) was
named Vice President and General
Manager of Ordnance Systems,
Inc. McPeak joined BAE Systems
Land and Armaments 22 years
ago and held leadership roles in
business management, program

Craig Stelmach ’93 (Reading, MA)
was promoted to Chief Executive
Officer/General Counsel of Berkeley
Communications Corporation, a
mid-size company headquartered
in Emeryville, CA. Stelmach joined
Berkeley three years ago as Chief
Operating Officer after working for
Google. Prior to Google, he was
associate counsel for 12 years at ITA
Software in Cambridge, MA. Stelmach
and Brenda Booth ’97, have lived in
Massachusetts for the past 17 years.
Cory Whalen ’94 (St. Paul, MN) was
named to the 2014 Minnesota Super
Lawyers list published by Super
Lawyers magazine. Each year, Super
Lawyers rates outstanding lawyers
who have attained a high degree of
peer recognition and professional
achievement. Whalen serves as
a partner and shareholder and

practices in all areas of personal injury
litigation. He was selected as one of
America’s best lawyers in the area of
product liability litigation by the Best
Lawyers of America and is certified
as a life member of one of the most
prestigious groups of trial lawyers
in the United States. Whalen was
admitted to the Minnesota State Bar
and United States Federal District Bar.
Munir Tarafdar ’96 (Bangladesh)
works at the United Nations
Peacekeeping Mission in Haiti
(MINUSTAH) as a finance and budget
officer. He is a certified public
accountant licensed from Minnesota
and a certified internal auditor.
Thomas Goettl ’97 (Minneapolis,
MN) was promoted from senior
recruiter to vice president in the
second-generation family owned
business, George Konik Associates,
Inc. Goettl is responsibile for staff
hiring and development, overseeing
client placements, maintaining client
relationships and new business
development.
Dawn (Bulman) Huffey ’97
(Waterville, IA) created and
developed a set of cards and videos
in March 2014 that are used by
counselors to build and repair selfesteem. They are called Self Esteem
Belief Cards and they are used by
many counselors around the country.
Kathleen (Theisen) Reineke ’98
(Lexington Park, MD) was named
Oakville Elementary School’s 20142015 Teacher of the Year. Reineke is
an instructional resource teacher
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and will represent St Mary’s County
as a candidate for Maryland Teacher
of the Year. She is currently enrolled
in a PhD program in instructional
leadership for changing populations
at the College of Notre Dame of
Maryland. She earned her BA in
history from WSU, her teacher
certification from St. Mary’s College of
Maryland and a Master of Education in
reading from Towson University.
Scott Geary ’99 (New Brighton, MN)
was named Principal at Southwest
Junior High School, where he has
served as Assistant Principal since
2006. Geary previously taught
eighth grade earth science in the
Robbinsdale school district and was
a principal intern at Sandburg Middle
School. Geary holds a bachelor’s
degree in teaching from WSU and
a master’s in education from Saint
Mary’s University.

2000’s

22

Brandi Cook ’03 (Portland, OR) and
husband, Paul, welcomed their first
child, Owen Floyd, December 16.
Lora Hill ’03 (Winona) received the
Minnesota Human Rights Award at the
Education Minnesota Representatives
Convention in April. Hill was also
named Winona Teacher of the Year
and was a top 10 finalist for Minnesota
Teacher of the Year. Hill holds a
degree from WSU in special education
and works as a special education
teacher at Winona Senior High School.
Carly (Koelsch) Sanchez ’04
(Rochester, MN) and husband, Robert,
welcomed their first child, Willow
Jordan, June 19.
Gretchen (Johnson) Biesanz
’05 (Winona) and husband, Chris,
welcomed their first child, Riley
Ruth, May 21. Biesanz is the Director
of Prospect Management and
Research at WSU.

Casey Indra ’01 (La Crosse, WI) was
selected as the new Winona Area
Public Schools Activities Director.
Indra holds a BA in English from WSU
and is completing his master’s degree
in athletic management.

Jennifer (Jennings) Gannon ’05
(Albany, MN) received her Master of
Physician Assistant Studies from the
University of North Dakota. She is
employed as a physician assistant in
physical medicine and rehabilitation
at St. Cloud Medical Group.

Megan (Dammann) Bergman ’02
and Erik Bergman ’02 (Thornton,
CO) welcomed a second daughter,
Danna, June 12. Erik recently took a
position as regional territory manager
for Hagerty, and Megan is an account
executive for Dell.

Zachary Malvik ’06 (Holmen, WI)
is WSU’s first new men’s basketball
coach on Mike Leaf’s staff in 16
seasons. Malvik spent three years
playing basketball professionally.
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He lives in Holmen, WI, with his wife,
Callie, and son, Zander.
Rebecca (Matousek) Potts ’06
(Stoddard, WI) and husband, Kevin,
welcomed their first child, Jaxton
Jerold, May 17.
Jodi Monerson ’06, ’09 (Bemidji,
MN) accepted a new position at
Bemidji State University as the
Director of Residence Life. She
worked at Winona State for the
past three years in the Housing and
Outreach and Continuing Education
departments. She also welcomed her
first child, Jack, born October 16.

Winona State University
Homecoming 2014:

#wsuhoco14
Can’t make it home this October? Join us for a virtual Homecoming
and follow the celebration live via Twitter. We’re encouraging all
returning alumni to tweet the sights and experiences of Homecoming
using the hashtag #wsuhoco14. Follow the hashtag or follow @
WinonaState to see retweeted highlights, video clips and photos from
the #wsuhoco14 stream. And don’t forget to join the conversation!
Visit: twitter.com/winonastate.

David Krystowiak ’07 (Mosinee, WI)
was chosen to lead the Pacelli High
School football program. Krystowiak
coached at the college level at
University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point,
University of Wisconsin-Concordia
and WSU, and was head coach
at Crean Lutheran High School in
Irvine, CA. He is working on his
master’s degree in student personnel
administration through Concordia
University in Mequon, WI. He received
his bachelor’s degree in physical
education from WSU.
Heather (Gosse) Kosik ’08, ’12
(Fountain City, WI) and husband,
Royce, and two-year-old son, Liam,
welcomed a daughter, Finleigh
Grace, July 20. Kosik is currently the
Associate Alumni Director at WSU.
Travis Whipple ’08 (Winona) was
named Cotter High School activities
Director in Winona. Whipple worked
as Assistant Athletics Director at WSU
immediately following graduation, and
was the head women’s tennis coach.
After earning his master’s degree in
sports management, he accepted a
position as the Assistant

Commissioner of the Lone Star
Conference in Dallas, TX. Whipple
returned to WSU, then accepted a job
as the Associate Athletic Director at
the University of Illinois, Springfield,
but has again returned to Winona with
his wife, 10-year-old son, and ninemonth old daughter.
Rachel (Conrad) Cordes ’09
(Rollingstone, MN) married Travis
Cordes May 31. Rachel is an
operations supervisor for Prime
Therapeutics in Eagan, and Travis is
an information technology desktop
engineer at Mystic Lake Casino.
Kelly (Strupp) Klawitter ’09
(Marshfield, WI) married Matt Klawitter
July 26. Klawitter is a kindergarten
teacher for the school district of
Auburndale.
Ryan Sullivan ’09 (White Bear Lake,
MN) accepted a new position this
spring as the liaison officer with
the Red Wing School District. He
previously worked at the Minnesota
Correctional Facility in Red Wing, MN,
and the Kenyon and Red Wing police
departments. Sullivan graduated with
a law enforcement degree from WSU.

Brian Kugel ’10 (Stockton, MN) and
wife, Abby, welcomed their first child,
Thomas Brian, February 27. Kugel
works as software systems lead at
WSU. Abby also works at WSU as the
Creative Services Office Manager and
the Donor Gift Coordinator.
Jacole (Drinkall) Welter ’11
(Ostrander, MN) married Jason Welter
June 14. Welter graduated with a
degree in business management
and administration from WSU. She
currently works at Ag Partners Co-op
out of its Pine Island location.
Shelby (Husser) Morcomb ’11 and
Bryant Morcomb ’13 (Rochester, MN)
were married May 31. Shelby works at
Mayo Clinic while Bryant is employed
at Atlas Insurance Brokers.
Erin (Rostad) Phernetton ’11 and
Kyle Pfernetton ’12 (Evansville,
IN) were married June 14. Erin is a
middle school language arts teacher
at the Evansville School District. Kyle
is Director of Public Relations at the
Vanderburgh County Prosecutors
Office in Evansville.
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Nicole (Young) Herold ’11 (Holmen,
WI) married Scott Herold June 7.
Herold works at WSU and Scott is a
foreman at Bi-State, Inc.
Bryce Welch ’11 (Fremont, WI)
recently joined the construction
services group as an engineering
technician at McMahon in Neenah,
WI.
Kathryn (Campbell) Van Den Elzen
’12 (Green Bay, WI) married Andy Van
Den Elzen May 3. Van Den Elzen is
employed as an exercise physiologist
at St. Mary’s Hospital and in cardiac
rehabilitation at St. Vincent Hospital.
Kelsey Erwin ’12 (St. Louis Park,
MN) is the Marketing Coordinator
for Consulting Radiologists, Ltd. in
Minneapolis, MN.
Chandra (Gabbert) Pagel ’13 (Eyota,
MN) married Jeff Pagel June 28. Pagel
is a special education and U.S. history
teacher at Kasson-Mantorville High
School. She was recently accepted
into a special education master’s
program at Concordia University.

The Pagels live and work on his
family’s dairy farm in Eyota.
Ashley (Groux) Weber ’13 and
Matthew Weber ’12 (Tallahassee,
FL) were married June 7. Ashley
graduated with a bachelor’s degree
in elementary education, and is
a fourth-grade teacher. Matthew
graduated with a bachelor’s degree
in mathematics and is pursuing a
doctoral degree in statistics while
working for Florida State University.
Anne Longlet ’13 (Red Wing, MN)
is currently in the space graduate
studies program at University of North
Dakota and works as a graduate
research assistant.
Sarah Mueller ’13 (Rewey, WI) was
crowned the 2014 Iowa County Fairest
of the Fair. She is an advocate for the
importance of agriculture and the
economic impact of the agricultural
community. Mueller graduated with
a degree in movement science from
WSU and is currently enrolled in a
physical therapist assistant program at
Southwest Tech in Fennimore, WI.

Tulin Unganer ’13, completed her
MA at the online school, TESOL
(Teaching English to Speakers of
Other Languages). Unganer worked
in the WSU English Department as an
adjunct in 2013-14. She returned to
Turkey last May, where she launched a
language training company she calls
“Winona English.” A brochure for the
business indicates that Unganer offers
student advising for those who wish to
study at WSU.
Gabrielle Davis ’14 (Greendale, WI)
brought the iCan Bike program to
Winona for the first time. Davis has
volunteered with the program for
the past six years. iCan Bike helps
teach disabled children and adults
how to ride a bike with the use of
special equipment. Davis graduated
with a degree in athletic training and
nutrition from WSU.

We want to hear your news!
Submit notes, photos and news online at www.winona.edu/currents.
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In Memoriam
1940s

Abigail (Clayton) Voight ’40 (Mayer, MN)
passed away March 4, 2014, at the age of
93. After graduating from Rushford High
School and Winona Teachers College
(Winona State University), Voight taught
school in Oak Ridge, Malen and Eitzen,
MN. She enjoyed sewing, cooking and
flower gardening.
Lorraine (McNary) Johnson ’45 (La
Crosse, WI) passed away June 13, 2014, at
the age of 89. After earning her elementary
teaching diploma and bachelor’s degree
from Winona State Teachers College
(Winona State University), she completed
her master’s degree in elementary
education at the University of Wyoming.
Johnson taught at elementary schools in
Minnesota, Wisconsin, Wyoming, Indiana
and Iowa, and moved to La Crosse in 1974.

1950s

Donald Mallinger ’52 (West St. Paul, MN)
passed away May 10, 2014, at the age of
83. After graduating from WSU, he taught
in the St. Paul, MN school district for 33
years and served as a West St. Paul city
councilman. Mallinger served five years
in the Navy during the Korean War and
was an active alumnus of Winona State
University.
Anita (Stang) Mettille ’53 (Winona)
passed away June 11, 2014, at the age of
84. After graduating with bachelor’s and
master’s degrees in elementary education
from WSU, she taught in area schools.
She was a life-long learner and instilled a
love of reading and learning in all of her
children and grandchildren. She met her
husband, Charles (Chuck) Mettille ’50,
while attending Winona State.
Richard “Dick” Anderson ’59 (Kenyon,
MN) died February 19, 2013, at the age of

81. Anderson served in the Navy for four
years before attending WSU where he
completed his teaching degree. He was
an elementary school teacher for 33 years
and also coached elementary basketball,
junior high football and varsity golf. He
volunteered his time to the Boy Scouts,
Kenyon VFW and Kenyon Sportsman’s
Club, and served as president of the
Kenyon Country Club. Anderson loved
to golf and his hobbies included horses,
sports, hunting and fishing.

1960s

John Stow ’62 (Sparta, WI) died June 4,
2014, at the age of 73. Stow earned both
his bachelor’s and master’s degrees from
WSU, and began his 35-year teaching
career at Sparta Senior High School. Stow
was proud to have taught students in
math, science, computer programming
and physics until his retirement. He was
a member of Western Air Flying Club in
Sparta and also enjoyed his model train
collection, traveling and old cars.

Ervin Bublitz ’66
(Winona) passed away
July 23, 2014, at the age
of 79. After receiving
a bachelor’s degree in
economics from Saint
Mary’s College (Saint
Mary’s University), Ervin
graduated with a master’s degree in
sociology from WSU. He went on to
earn his doctorate in sociology from
the University of Utah in Salt Lake
City. In 1970, Bublitz returned to WSU
to teach sociology and later serve as
department chairman. He also served as
the coordinator of the Criminal Justice
Program, the Law Enforcement Program
and law enforcement internships. He
loved his work as an educator and is
remembered by his students as being

eloquent and cantankerous. Bublitz was
a generous WSU benefactor, providing
hundreds of scholarships to students in
sociology, social work and criminal justice
studies. His love of art and the American
West led him to donate his collections
of Southwest Native American pottery,
Frederic Remington bronze sculptures and
Navajo rugs to WSU. His art contributions
on campus number at least 200 pieces.
After he retired in 2010, Bublitz divided
his time between his home in Winona and
his homes in Colorado and New Mexico.
Bublitz spent many thoughtful, peaceful
and happy hours on the Mississippi River
with his beloved golden retrievers and was
an avid duck hunter. He kept bees and was
proud of his backyard garden. He loved
his family and was a dedicated uncle to his
nephews and nieces.
Tyrone Erickson ’67 (Zumbro Falls, MN)
passed away May 25, 2014, at the age of
76. After graduating high school, Erickson
enlisted in the Army Reserves and served
until 1963. He worked at IBM for a short
time and then took leave to pursue
his higher education. While attending
Rochester Junior College (Rochester
Community and Technical College),
he developed a physical education
program for St. John’s Catholic School
and discovered his passion for teaching.
After earning his bachelor’s and master’s
degrees in elementary school counseling
from WSU, Erickson taught at Bamber
Valley Elementary School for 32 years until
his retirement in 1999.

1970s

Gary Knouft ’70 (Winona) passed away
April 30, 2014, at the age of 69. After
graduating from WSU, Knouft worked for
33 years as a rural letter carrier with the
U.S. Postal Service in Winona and was
proud to receive the One Million Mile
Award for his service.
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In Memoriam
Marion (Tweeten) Anderson ’70 (La
Crosse, WI) passed away Jan. 19, 2014, at
the age of 90. She received her bachelor’s
degree from the University of Minnesota,
and her master’s degree from WSU.
Anderson taught business education
classes for five years in Minnesota and 28
years at Central High School and Western
Technical Institute in La Crosse, WI until
her retirement in 1985. Anderson served
as a deacon of her church and was a
member of the Wisconsin Retired Teachers
Association.
Thomas Gibson ’72 (Winona) passed away
July 8, 2014, at the age of 67. After earning
a bachelor’s degree in economics and
history from Saint Mary’s College (Saint
Mary’s University), Gibson received his
master’s degree in educational psychology
from WSU. Gibson was a boys’ counselor
at Catholic Charities and taught for six
years at Cathedral Junior High School
in Winona, a job he often said was his
favorite. After working in manufacturing
for several years, Gibson purchased
Whetstone Machine in Winona in 1983
and developed it into a successful family
business over the next 31 years. He was
a member of his church and the Winona
Country Club and spent several years as a
member of the Board of Commissioners
of Winona Housing & Redevelopment
Authority.
Robert Ryan ’74 (Minneapolis, MN)
died April 25, 2014, at the age of 89.
Before graduating from WSU, Ryan
served in the Marines during World War
II, and afterwards began his career at the
University of Minnesota’s KUOM Radio. He
later served 23 years with KSTP radio and
television in the Twin Cities before moving
to Rochester, MN. After graduating from
WSU, Ryan joined the Minnesota News
Network and had a commentary program,
“Bob Ryan’s Passport,” on KNXR Radio in
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Rochester. Ryan was one of the Midwest’s
most widely recognized and respected
broadcasters, and was inducted into the
Pavek Museum of Broadcasting Hall of
Fame in 2001. He served in many civic
roles throughout his life, and covered the
loss of freedoms in Soviet bloc countries,
including Hungary, Czechoslovakia and
Romania, and revolutions in Central and
South America.
Betty (Lowrance) Darby
’76 (Winona) died June
17, 2014, at the age
of 86. After earning
her bachelor’s degree
in nursing from the
University of Minnesota,
Darby worked as a public health nurse
in Faribault, MN and later as a nurse in
Winona County, where she also taught
nursing to students at the Winona
Vocational/Technical College (Minnesota
State College Southeast Technical). She
went on to obtain her master’s degree in
educational psychology from WSU where
she began teaching nursing. Darby later
earned her master’s degree in nursing
from the University of Wisconsin-Madison,
and continued as a nursing professor at
WSU for 25 years, leaving a lasting legacy
through her thousands of students.

1980s

Patrick “Patches” Towle ’83 (Watertown,
SD) passed away April 27, 2014, at the age
of 53. After earning his bachelor’s degree
from WSU, Towle moved to Watertown
to relocate Twin Town Box, now known
as Watertown Box Corporation. He loved
spending time with his friends, golfing,
playing racquetball, basketball, tennis and
boating. He always enjoyed being the life
of the gathering with music, games and a
smile.

1990s

Christine (Gray) Rinn ’93 (Minnesota City,
MN) passed away April 27, 2014, at the age
of 47. Rinn was an animal lover who liked
to volunteer with the Humane Society. In
her younger years, she enjoyed her horse,
Red, and her cats were the center of her
life. She will be remembered as someone
who was always willing to help anyone in
need.

2000s

Nicholas Oswald ’04 (Winona) passed
away June 12, 2014, at the age of 33.
Before attending WSU, Oswald graduated
from Badger High School in Lake Geneva,
WI, where he was involved in orchestra,
cross country and was a member of an
improv team performing in London and
Scotland. While attending WSU, Oswald
participated in the “Shakespeare in the
Park” production and the Wenonah
Players Improv. After graduating
with degrees in communications and
business administration, Oswald earned
his master’s degree in criminology. He
worked as a corrections officer at Red
Wing Correctional Facility, and later as
a Sentencing to Serve crew leader in
Shakopee and Carver Counties, MN, and
as a probation officer for the Department
of Correction. He was an active member of
his church, and will be long remembered
for his sarcastic humor and quick wit.
Shawn Afryl (Skokie, IL) passed away July
21, 2014, at the age of 22. Afryl graduated
from the University of Illinois at UrbanaChampaign and was working on a second
degree while also joining the football team
at Winona State University. His plan was
to some day teach high school history and
coach football.
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year, Winona State University and the Alumni Society recognize individuals
for their outstanding commitment to the university, its mission, and to improving our world.
The Distinguished Alumni Awards Banquet will be held Oct. 24. See page 30 for details.
If you are interested in nominating a deserving individual, please go to the following website
for more information. http://www.winona.edu/alumni/awards.asp

-Distinguished Faculty/Staff-

Gloria J. and
Randolph W. Miller, PhD

Randolph W. Miller, originally from Winnipeg,
Manitoba, Canada, came to WSU in 1974 and served
for 32 years until his retirement as Professor Emeritus
in 2006.
Miller received his BS in physical education from the
University of Manitoba in 1970 and his MS ’71 and
PhD ’74 in physical education from the University
of Minnesota. Miller’s forte was clinical exercise
physiology and methods of rehabilitation in special
populations.
Always the visionary, Miller developed the oncampus cardiopulmonary rehabilitation program,
collaborating with local and regional hospitals
and clinics in developing clinical practica and
internships for exercise and rehabilitative science and
cardiopulmonary rehabilitation students. The WSU
“Randolph R. Miller” Exercise Physiology Laboratory
was named in his honor.
He was inducted into the University of Manitoba’s
Athletic Hall of Fame in 1999, and in 2000 received
the University of Minnesota’s M.A. Mork Outstanding
Educator of the Year Award from the College of
Education and Human Development.
Gloria J. Miller ’83, ’89 worked as the Winona State
University’s Alumni Director from 1982 to 2002. She
earned her BS in business education in 1983 and
her MS in counselor education in 1989. She was a
strong proponent of maintaining institutional pride

in the legacy of WSU’s leadership among all state
colleges and universities. Miller was honored in 2001
by the Winona Chamber of Commerce’s Women in
Business, receiving the Athena Award, recognizing
her exceptional service to the community. Gloria and
Randy Miller received the Grand Marshall/Heritage
Award at WSU Homecoming 2000.
Randolph W. Miller

Dennis N. Nielsen, PhD
Dennis N. Nielsen earned his BS in geology from
Gustavus Adolphus and his MA and PhD in geology
from the University of North Dakota.
Nielsen spent 28 years at WSU, where he served
as a faculty member, chairperson in the Geology
department, Dean of the College of Science and
Engineering, Interim Dean of the College of Nursing
and Health Sciences, and as Vice President for
Academic Affairs. He played a key leadership role
in securing legislative approval of the Composite
Materials Engineering program and was instrumental
in securing funding to establish the Miller Brothers
School of Engineering and Stark Hall.

Gloria J. Miller

Awarded the WSU President’s Distinguished Award
in 2001, Nielsen is one of only four to receive this
honor. Following his retirement in 1998, Nielsen
continued his service as Interim President at
Metropolitan State and Southwest State Universities.
Nielsen and his wife, Karen, established the Betty &
Niels Nielsen Scholarship in memory of his parents,
to assist WSU students in elementary education.

Dennis N. Nielsen
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-Distinguished Alumni-

Norma (Bondeson)
Gaffron

Dr. Scott M. Hannon

Norma Bondeson Gaffron ‘51

Dr. Scott M. Hannon ‘72, '76

Norma Bondeson Gaffron graduated with honors
from Winona State Teachers School (WSU) in 1951.
She was active in marching band, Wenonah Players,
the orientation team and YMCA and was awarded
the Edna Hudson Howell Scholarship. Gaffron taught
elementary school in Dodge Center, Duluth and
Mounds View, MN from 1954-1960. She received
her BS in education from the University of Minnesota
in 1976.

Scott Hannon, a lifelong Winonan, earned his BS
’72 and MS ’76 in industrial arts from Winona State
University, as well as his sixth year certificate in
education administration. He completed his EdD
in educational leadership at the University of St.
Thomas in 1996. Hannon was a national champion
handball player representing WSU in the National
Intercollegiate Handball Tournament.

Gaffron has been a successful freelance writer since
1977, with published articles in The Minneapolis
Star Tribune, Field and Stream, SAIL, Jack and Jill,
and Children’s Digest. She published five nonfiction
books for middle grade readers that were reviewed
by Book List and School Library Journal. Gaffron
believes her greatest contribution has been her work
in developing the Society of Children’s Book Writers
and Illustrators in Minnesota. She received an award
from the Society of Children’s Book Writers and
Illustrators, and the Anna Cross Giblin Nonfiction
Research grant in 1992.

Hannon served the Winona Area Public School
(WAPS) system for more than 41 years as a teacher,
principal, Director of Academic Affairs, and as
Superintendent, retiring in 2014.
Hannon earned numerous honors including
Winona Teacher of the Year in 1984, Minnesota
Administrators Academy Leadership Award in 1991,
Media Educators of Minnesota Administrator of the
Year in 1997, Southeast Division Principal of the Year
in 2000, and Minnesota Principal of the Year in 2001.
He continues to serve on WSU Dept. of Education
committees.

-Distinguished Young Alumni-

John Holst ‘99
John Holst

Tasha Schuh

John Holst graduated with a BS from
WSU in 1999, earned his Doctorate of
Osteopathic Medicine from Des Moines
University Osteopathic Medical Center
in 2004, and completed his residency in
Emergency Medicine at Johns Hopkins
Hospital. Holst has published articles
for Case Reports in Pediatrics and the
European Journal of Emergency Medicine,
completed a FAST (Focused Advanced
Specialty Training) in Ultrasound,
and earned his RDMS (Registered
Diagnostic Medical Sonographer) and
RDCS (Registered Diagnostic Cardiac
Sonographer) certifications.

Holst served five years active duty and eight years as a Reservist
for the U.S. Navy as a flight surgeon, and was awarded the Naval
Achievement Medal, the Naval Commendation Medal, and the
Fleet Marine Force pin. He retired with the rank of Lieutenant
Commander. He is currently the Ultrasound Director at St. Mary's
Hospital, Duluth, MN. His wife Heather, is a 2000 WSU Alumna.
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Tasha Schuh ‘03

Tasha Schuh graduated Magna Cum Laude from WSU in 2003
with a BA in communication studies and a music minor. She also
holds a BA in theology from Marantha College in Idaho.
Schuh is a motivational speaker who travels the country to tell
her inspiring story. As a junior in high school, while practicing
for opening night of her high school musical, Schuh fell 16 feet
through a trap door on stage. The fall broke her neck, crushed
her spinal cord and fractured her skull. Her book, “My Last Step
Backward,” chronicles her journey from childhood to the horror of
a near-fatal accident that led to the divine calling of a young lady
making a difference in the world.
Nominated by Mayo Clinic, Schuh received the 2012 National
Rehabilitation Champion Award, and was named Ms. Wheelchair
USA 2012-13.
She sits on the board of the Rehab Unit Consumer Advisory
Council through Mayo Clinic and mentors people who have
recently experienced a spinal cord injury.
Schuh lives in Ellsworth, WI with her husband, Doug Drogorub.

-Hall of Fame-

The WSU Athletic Hall of Fame recognizes those who have shown distinctive
and exceptional ability as an athlete and in their lives on campus and post-graduation.
Induction ceremonies will be held Oct. 25. See page 31 for detatils.
(Elizabeth) Liz Narten ’03 led the
Warriors soccer team to regular season
and tournament titles three times, and to
its first NCAA Regional Tournament. She
was the first player in WSU soccer history
to earn All-American honors and was
named NSIC Player of the Year in 2000.

Christopher Samp ’04 was a standout
football player and holds several receiving
records at Winona State. He led the team
to four postseason appearances, earned
NSIC Offensive Player of the Year, was a
two-time All-American and a finalist for the
Harlon Hill Award.

Rachel (Seifert) Mihalic ’02 was the
first Warrior softball player to earn AllAmerican honors, and graduated with
school records for batting average, hits,
doubles, triples, home runs and RBI. She
was a three-time All-NSIC honoree and led
the Warriors to an NSIC Tournament title.

Maureen Ryan-Giroux ’93 was a highly
decorated WSU runner and held a dozen
school records upon graduation. She led
the WSU cross country team to a national
championship, and qualified for the NAIA
Indoor and Outdoor Championship three
times, earning All-American honors during
each.

Daniel Samp ’75 was a member of the
WSU baseball and football programs. He
led the football program in receptions,
receiving yards and touchdown catches,
and earned All-Conference honors his
senior year. Samp rallied the baseball
program to three conference titles and
played in the NAIA World Series.

Daniel Thill ‘78 was a dominating force
on the WSU football team, finishing his
Winona State career with All-Conference
honors as the program’s leading rusher. He
also completed his football career with a
WSU record for rushing and four 120-yard
games.

John Martin
A Stroke of Coaching Genius
Former Winona State swimming coach John Martin was inducted into the
Northern Sun Intercollegiate Conference (NSIC) Hall of Fame in July.
Martin coached the Winona State swim team to three Northern Intercollegiate
Conference (NIC) championships and six top-ten finishes at the NAIA National
Championship as head coach from 1963-70 and again during 1973-74. Martin’s
teams never suffered a losing season in dual-meet competition and three of his
swimmers earned first team All-American honors.
Martin was inducted into the NAIA Swimming Hall of Fame in 1977 for his work
as president of the NAIA Swimming Coaches’ Association, as chairman of the
NAIA swimming rules and sites committee, and for his long tenure as a referee
of NAIA national competition in swimming and diving. He was inducted in the
Winona State Hall of Fame in 1996 and the Minnesota Swimming and Diving
Coaching Association Hall of Fame in 2014.
In addition to coaching swimming, Martin served as an assistant football coach
for the Warriors for 28 years and was head coach during the 1986 season. During
his distinguished tenure at the university, he served as Chairman of the Health,
Physical Education and Recreation Department.
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HOMECOMING 2014 OCTOBER 23-25, 2014
WWW.WINONA.EDU/ALUMNI
For information or to register, please use one of the following:
Online Registration: www.winona.edu/alumni Toll Free: 1-800-242-8978 ext. 5027 Email: alumni@winona.edu

Warrior Football vs. Sioux Falls
Maxwell Field
Saturday, October 25

McKnight Artists:
Ceramics
Paul Watkins Gallery
Thursday , October 23

schedule of events
Thursday , October 23

Friday, October 24

TIME

EVENT

LOCATION

8-4pm

McKnight Artists: Ceramics

Paul Watkins Gallery

8-4pm

Alumni College: Professor for a Day

Campus-wide

1-3pm

WSU Retiree Fall Reunion

Cal Fremling Boat

Friday, October 24
TIME

EVENT

LOCATION

8-4pm

McKnight Artists: Ceramics

Paul Watkins Gallery

8-4pm

Alumni College: Professor for a Day

Campus-wide

12pm

Pep Rally

Main Campus Courtyard
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TIME

EVENT

LOCATION

1pm

Class of 1964 50th Reunion and
Enduring Flame Society Reunion,
Luncheon and Program. $15 per person.
RSVP and pre-payment required
Members of the class of 1964 and their
Guest receive a complimentary lunch.

Purple Rooms,
Kryzsko Commons

5:30pm Distinguished Awards and President’s
Reception
By invitation only

Signatures

6:30pm Distinguished Awards Reception
and Banquet
See page 28 for award honorees
$30 per person, cash bar
RSVP and pre-payment required

Signatures
Event Center

TBA

Performing Arts
Center

Dedication of The Vivian R. Fusillo
Main Stage Theatre

Summer House

7th Annual Warrior Waddle
East Lake Winona
Saturday, October 25

Class of 1964
50th Reunion

WSU Retiree
Fall Reunion

Enduring Flame Luncheon
Purple Rooms / Krysko Commons
Friday , October 24

Cal Fremling Boat
Thursday , October 23

• Professor for a Day
• Pre-game Tailgate
• Pep Rally
• Math and Stats Reunion

Homecoming Parade

• Banquets, Receptions
and MORE!

Huff Street Route
Alumni Seating at Central Lutheran
Church Parking Lot
Saturday, October 25

1pm

Saturday, October 25
TIME

EVENT

LOCATION

8am

7th Annual Warrior Waddle
See page 2 for details

East Lake Winona

8:30am Alumni & Friends Continental Breakfast
Complimentary

Alumni House
227 W. 7th St.

10am

Homecoming Parade
Alumni Seating at Central Lutheran
Church Parking Lot

Huff Street Route

11am

Math and Stats Reunion
No charge

Alumni Gazebo,
Center of Campus

11am

Athletic Hall of Fame Banquet
$20 per person
See page 29 for list of Inductees
RSVP and pre-payment required

Talbot Gymnasium
in Memorial Hall

Pre-game Tailgate $5 per person
Purchase tickets at tailgate

Parking lot outside
Maxwell Field

2:30pm Warriors Football vs. Sioux Falls
Advance tickets available online at:
www.winonastatewarriors.com

Maxwell Field

5pm

Winona
American
Legion

1954 Football Reunion Dinner
$15 per person
		

For information or to register, please
use one of the following:
Online Registration:
www.winona.edu/alumni
Toll Free: 1-800-242-8978 ext. 5027
Email: alumni@winona.edu
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Alumni Relations
P.O. Box 5838
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A member of the Minnesota State Colleges and
Universities System, Winona State University is an
equal opportunity educator and employer.

The oldest member of the Minnesota State Colleges and Universities system
If you wish to be removed from the Currents mailing list or have an address change, please contact alumni@winona.edu or 1-800-242-8978 ext. 5027.

THE 411: WSU Bookstore
Did you know???
FF The WSU Bookstore underwent
an exciting renovation! New look, new
products, new wow factor!

FF Who do you suppose owns the
WSU Bookstore? WSU owns and operates
the store, employing WSU students! All
Bookstore proceeds go toward student
scholarships and student projects.

FF The Bookstore is not just for
students! Check it out for yourself! Visit

Homecoming Special! One Day Only!
Saturday, Oct. 25, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., receive a 20% discount
on clothing and giftware, both in store and online.

Photo by Maire McMahon

our website, www.wsubookstore.com
or look for the Warrior Zone kiosk at
games. Questions or special orders? Call
507.457.5319.

